
 

Kelly Caffarelli started her professional career as a lawyer in private practice and then transitioned to the legal 
department of The Home Depot to manage the company’s securities and corporate governance issues. For 
over a decade advising business leaders, Kelly worked to chart a path for her clients to achieve their goals 
within the parameters of the evolving legal environment. 

Because of her proven leadership and business abilities, she was tapped to oversee two nonprofit 
organizations affiliated with The Home Depot. At the company’s employee assistance fund, she grew the 
number of donors from 3,000 to over 80,000, allowing annual grants to increase seven fold to almost $20 
million each year. 

As the first executive director, and then president of The Home Depot Foundation, Kelly set the strategic 
direction, designed and implemented grant programs and managed an $80 million budget. Knowledgeable on 
philanthropic topics, including community development, affordable housing, the environment and veterans’ 
issues, Kelly is a frequent speaker and has served on numerous nonprofit boards. 

 
 
Kathleen C. Chrisman has been an investment professional for over 35 years.  She is currently retired from the 
Georgia Division of Investment Services.  Prior to joining the Division, Mrs. Chrisman was a partner at Atlanta 
Capital Management, a private investment management firm.  Mrs. Chrisman is married with two daughters and 
a long-time resident of Atlanta. 
Portfolio manager - Managed passive and active portfolios for both domestic and international equities.  
Managed fixed income portfolios of US Government and high grade corporate bonds. 
Securities trading - Traded fixed income securities and domestic and international equities. 
Director of Research. 
Managed team of securities analysts, reported to the Director.  Responsible for various sector and industry 
security analysis for both domestic and international equities.  Responsible for monthly and annual Trustee 
reports, product development and marketing. 
Developed in-house custom passive portfolios to improve diversification.  Researched, developed and launched 
the first international equity portfolio.   
Education 
Georgia State University, BBA-Finance, Cum Laude and Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA). 
Volunteer Service - Twice served as President of the Atlanta Society of Finance and Investment Professionals, 
(ASFIP), a member society of the CFA Institute and the honoree and inaugural recipient of the Kathy Chrisman 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Award.  Served two terms as PCR for the Southeast and Caribbean Region.  Twice 
recognized by the CFA Institute for volunteer service and leadership.  Served multiple terms on the Board of 
Trustees of the ASFIP and founder, former Chair and current member of the Strategic Advisory Committee. 
Founding member of ASFIP Foundation and member of the Board of Trustees. Member of the Board of Helping 
Mamas, the Georgia chapter of the BabyToBaby Network. 
 
Carole H. Cox, CFA, CIC is currently the Senior Vice President, Senior Portfolio Manager at GLOBALT. 
Ms. Cox joined GLOBALT in 1999 and serves the adviser as a senior portfolio manager. She has over 40+ years of 
investment experience. Prior to joining GLOBALT, Ms. Cox was a Managing Director and Principal of City Capital 
Counseling where she was Director of Research.  She started her career in the investment field with Atlanta 
Capital Management Company in 1976. 
 



Ms. Cox received her B.S. in Economics from Purdue University and did graduate work in Finance at the 
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh.  She is a Chartered Financial Analyst and a Chartered Investment 
Counselor.  She is a member of the CFA Institute and the CFA Society Atlanta. 
 
Ms. Cox was the Southern Regional Director of the CFA Institute from 1992-1995, elected Chair in 1995, and 
served on both the FAF Board and the FAS Board of Regents. She has served as a member of the Disciplinary 
Review Committee of the CFAI and was on the Board of Governors Nominating Committee in 2009-2011.   She 
participated as a grader for the 2002 and 2004 CFA examinations.  Ms. Cox is a past President and Trustee of the 
ASFIP and the first recipient of the Society Leader Award in 1998.  
 
Ms. Cox is a member of the Board of the Epilepsy Foundation of Georgia, a member of the Finance Committee of 
Early Learning Property Management Inc.  and a past President of the Board of Directors of her church. 
 
 
Jackie Gingrich Cushman is a syndicated columnist, author, professional speaker, corporate strategist, corporate 
financial advisor and board member. Her third book, “Our Broken America: Why both sides need to stop ranting 
and start listening” came out on September 17, 2019. Cushman co-authored “5 Principles for a Successful Life: 
From our Family to Yours,” with her father, Newt Gingrich. Her second book, “The Essential American: 15 
Documents and Speeches Every American Should Own,” covers the key points of our nation’s history.  
 
Cushman is a holder of the Chartered Financial Analyst designation. During her years in corporate finance, she 
ran the financial planning department of a $3 billion wireless company. Cushman earned her MBA in Finance 
from Georgia State University. She holds the National Association of Corporate Directors Board Leadership 
Fellows designation. 
 
Cushman's non-profit activities include having served on the Advisory Council for the Alliance Theatre, and as 
president of the Mimosa Garden Club. She is founder and chairman of the board of the Learning Makes a 
Difference Foundation. She is a member of the Atlanta Press Club, the National Association of Corporate 
Directors and the CFA Institute. Cushman co-chaired the Atlanta Botanical Garden “Garden of Eden Ball,” and 
the Trust for Public Land’s “Celebration of Land” with her husband Jimmy. She serves as Treasurer of Georgia 
Early Education Alliance for Ready Students (GEEARS), on the board of the Atlanta Society of Financial and 
Investment Professionals Foundation, on the Trust for Public Land task force for the Chattahoochee, and on the 
advisory council of Our House. 
 
 
Stephen P. Davenport, CFA - As Decatur Capital Management’s Director Alternative Investments, Steve is 
responsible for delivering options strategies for high net worth and institutional clients. He has a strong 
background in quantitative analysis, and a sophisticated approach to equity management, asset allocation and 
the use of derivatives. 
 
Steve began his investment career at State Street Global Advisors and later joined Columbia Management Advisors 
in Boston as a senior investment advisor.  For nine years, Steve was the Director of Risk Management at 
Wilmington Trust, he has helped clients in various ways, particularly in the management of a covered call strategy. 
Steve continued to use equity derivatives for the benefit of clients most recently for six years at SunTrust Bank.  



During his career, Steve has focused on developing comprehensive solutions for families, executives, 
entrepreneurs and institutions with concentrated stock positions. 
 
Steve holds an M.S. in Finance from Boston College’s Wallace Carroll School of Management as well as bachelor’s 
degrees in industrial engineering and mathematics/computer science from Columbia University and Providence 
College, respectively. Steve holds the Chartered Financial Analyst designation and he is former President of the 
CFA Society Atlanta and the current Board Member of the ASFIP Foundation. The Foundation work over the last 
five years has involved volunteer opportunities in financial education and also contributing over $85,000 to worthy 
charities in the Atlanta financial literacy areas. 
 
 
Adam Gaslowitz has practiced in the fiduciary field for over 35 years, initially as a transactional estate and business 
planning attorney and then, beginning shortly after founding his law firm in 1989, as a fiduciary litigation attorney. 
By the early 1990’s fiduciary litigation had become the sole focus of his law firm and since then, he has built one 
of the largest fiduciary litigation boutique firms in the southeast, specializing in complex will, trust, guardianship, 
shareholder, and partnership disputes, and dispute resolution. Adam has long been a vocal advocate of mediation 
instead of litigation as a better way to resolve disputes, giving speeches and writing articles on the subject since 
the late 1990’s. Since then, he has successfully mediated hundreds of cases as an advocate for his clients, and, 
since the mid 2000’s, as a neutral. Adam brings not only a career’s worth of litigation and problem resolution 
expertise to his clients, but also a deep understanding of the highly charged emotions that are the real drivers of 
conflict among families and business partners. With a career spent recognizing and navigating the tricky waters of 
human relationships, and the practical expertise of someone who began his career as a transactional business, 
estate planning, and tax attorney, Adam possesses a unique ability to bring understanding to complexity, creativity 
to impasse, and resolution to conflict. Nationally recognized as an expert on estate disputes, Adam has appeared 
frequently on CNN and The Layman’s Lawyer on estate litigation matters and is frequently quoted in publications 
such as the New York Times, Time Magazine, the Atlanta Business Chronicle, Trust and Estate Magazine, and 
Fortune Magazine. 
 
 
John R. Givens Jr. is a portfolio manager/senior analyst with the Georgia Retirement Systems, a $90 billion pension 
fund that primarily manages retirement assets for state teachers and employees.  Mr. Givens is responsible for 
managing the fund's international portfolio which has over $10 billion under assets and invests in approximately 
45 countries.  In addition to this, he is a member of the firm’s consumer group responsible for covering the 
beverage, hotel, restaurant, and leisure industries.  Prior to his employment with the Georgia Retirement Systems, 
Mr. Givens spent six years as an equity analyst/trader with the Retirement Systems of Alabama.  Mr. Givens is a 
graduate of the University of Alabama where he earned a B.S. degree in finance with a minor in economics.  He 
also has earned the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA®) designation which is administered by the CFA Institute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dr. Govind Hariharan is a Professor in the Department of Economics, Finance and Quantitative Analysis at 
Kennesaw State University. He is also the faculty advisor to the KSU Student Managed Investment Fund LLC. He 
was formerly the Executive Director of the India China America (ICA) Institute and Chair of the Department of 
Economics, Finance and Quant Analysis. He is also the founder of NEO Advisory LLC and pro 
Dr. Govind Hariharan’s research is extensively cited. His papers are key citations in health care, regulation and 
investments especially of Older Americans. His research on investment behavior of soon to be retirees has been 
the recipient of Ross and AMHRC awards for best paper. His current research analyzes the effect of health 
events on portfolio choice. He has taught a wide range of courses at universities across the globe including stints 
in India (where he is a visiting faculty at Great Lakes Institute among others), China (Motorola University, 
Renmin University) and Singapore and has received numerous awards for his teaching and leadership.  
Dr. Govind Hariharan has consulted for many organizations, public and private, such as the World Bank, Council 
for Quality Growth, and M&T Bank.  He has been a member of various state and local task forces on health care 
especially in the areas of health systems, information and transparency. He is a sought after speaker on topics 
ranging from health care, financial inclusion, emerging economies, skills and education, leadership and 
innovation at various global summits including Global Business Leaders Forum, the annual India and China 
Summits at Emory, and Wharton China Business Forum.  
Dr. Govind Hariharan recently served on the industry advisory group of the Georgia Department of Revenue and 
currently serves on the Foundation board of the Atlanta Society of Finance and Investment Professionals and is a 
member of the Technical Advisory Committee for Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) on Forecasting Atlanta 
2040. He has also served as a member of advisory boards of the Wellstar Institute for Better Health, the 
American Diabetes Association- Atlanta, Georgia Indian American Chamber and a mentor for TiE-Atlanta.  He is 
actively involved in many academic and business organizations in India as well. He has been interviewed or 
quoted in many media outlets including the Financial Times, Investor’s Daily, Money Talks, National Public Radio, 
Atlanta Business Chronicle, Buffalo News, and the Weather Channel. 
 
Aaron Jacobson-Swanson, CFA is a Vice President in Real Estate Banking at JPMorgan. He is currently serving as 
the President of CFA Society Atlanta.  Previously, he served as 2019-2020 Executive Vice President, 2018-2019 
VP of Programs, 2017-2018 VP of Education, 2016-2017 Research Challenge Chair and on the 2015-2016 
Research Challenge Committee where he coordinated university outreach. With JPMorgan, Aaron finances debt 
on real estate acquisitions and development projects for clients across the Southeastern United States. 
Additionally, he is responsible for the Southeastern subscription lending business, providing subscription lines of 
credit to commercial real estate opportunity funds. Prior to serving in this role, he was an analyst in the firm’s 
real estate commercial term lending business based out of Dallas, TX. He is a graduate of the University of Iowa 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics. 
 
 
 
Dustin Martin, CFA, CPA, Corporate Development Executive 
Financial/development executive with a strong track record of creating value with Fortune 500 and private 
equity firms. Built three companies from formation to operations and led several joint efforts with large 
infrastructure and private equity firms. 
Strong relationships with PE Sponsors, Institutional Investors and Family Offices. 
Deep and broad experience in capital markets, risk management, asset liability management, credit risk 
management, business development and mergers and acquisitions. 



Experience includes multiple industries: energy, manufacturing and distribution, renewable energy, insurance, 
investment management and banking. 
Passion for learning new cultures and have traveled extensively throughout the world. 
 
Hold both the CFA Charter and CPA designations. Board Member/Trustee – Atlanta Society of Finance & 
Investment Professionals, The Edward Colston Foundation and Global Energy Resource Insurance Corporation 
(past)  
 
 
Craig Ruff, Ph.D., CFA, is the assistant dean for undergraduate programs and a clinical professor of finance at 
the J. Mack Robinson College of Business at Georgia State University. Consistent with his role as a clinical faculty 
member, Craig also serves as the director of research for Decatur Capital Management, an institutional asset 
management firm. Craig also serves as an investment committee member for the University System of Georgia’s 
defined contribution programs.   
 
Craig was formerly a vice president in the Educational Products department at the CFA Institute and associate 
editor of the Financial Analysts Journal. He also worked in the areas of equity valuation and quantitative 
portfolio analysis for Atlanta Capital Management, an institutional money management firm. Prior to originally 
joining Georgia State in 1991, Craig was a senior economist at the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta, where he 
specialized in interest-rate-risk modeling and mortgage-derivative products. At Georgia State, Craig has also 
served as the assistant dean for executive education. 
 
Craig has twice won the college-wide teaching award at Georgia State University.  He also won the college-wide 
teaching award at Georgia Tech, in his only year of full-time teaching at that institution. Craig’s university 
teaching experience has ranged from freshman honors students to graduate students, and he has taught 
courses in investments, corporate finance, derivatives, financial statement analysis, managerial economics, and 
banking. Craig currently teaches in the college’s executive education finance and accounting program and in the 
college’s joint MBA program with Poznan University in Poland. 
 
Craig has published articles on interest-rate risk and hedging in both academic journals and practitioner 
publications. He has also co-authored a set of cases on international asset management that now reside in the 
Darden and INSEAD case collections.  More recently, Craig has been actively engaged in pedagogical research, 
with a research focus on on-line education.     
 
At Georgia State University, Craig is past chair of the college’s Undergraduate Program Council, which has 
responsibility for oversight of the college’s undergraduate curriculum. He also founded and directed the 
department’s Honors Track in Finance, which is a cohort program for outstanding finance majors.  Externally, 
Craig is on the board of the foundation of the CFA Society of Atlanta. Craig received the college's service award 
in 2016. 
 
Craig has a Ph.D. in finance from Virginia Tech and is a CFA charter holder.   
 
 
 



Andretta Weaver is a Business Planning Manager with SunTrust Banks, Inc., responsible for project management 
in the Investment Operations group. Previously, she was the Options Portfolio Manager at Wilmington Trust 
focusing on a call writing strategy and providing protection for concentrated stock positions.  Andretta received 
her BS in Computer Science from Georgia Southern University and an MBA from Georgia State University.  She 
holds the Financial Risk Manager designation (FRM).  Andretta is the current Technology Chair of Atlanta Society 
of Finance and Investment Professionals (ASFIP), has been a judge for the IRC papers and presentations, and is 
on the social media committee. 
  
In her spare time, Andretta volunteers as a budget coach for Habitat for Humanity, is the past Communications 
Co-Chair for SunTrust’s African-American Teammate Network (AATN) and the Community & Strategic 
Partnerships Co-Chair, financial education coordinator and facilitator for SunTrust’s partnership with Arthur 
Blank YMCA afterschool program.  Andretta also enjoys volunteering at Junior Achievement, Cool Girls, and 
Create Your Dreams.  She is also a volunteer and board member of ASFIP Foundation and secretary for CFA 
Society Atlanta. 
 
 
Degas Wright, CFA  
As a founder- principal of Decatur Capital Management, Degas developed DCM’s investment philosophy and is 
responsible for its implementation. Since inception in 2000, Decatur Capital has developed quantitative 
strategies to identify anomalies in the market.  Decatur Capital has introduced several custom equity strategies 
for clients to include U.S., developed markets, environment, social, and governance (ESG), and alternative 
strategies. 
  
Degas graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, New York, a Master of Science degree in Economics from University of Texas at El Paso, Texas He 
served as a captain in the U.S. Army.  In addition, he holds the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) designation. 
Degas served as Corporate Treasurer for the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) managing its 
reserve funds and serving as a member of its pension committee. In addition, he has served on several nonprofit 
boards.  
 
 


